Rules & Regulations

 ‘Sanctioned by the Football Association’

The Number of Players
A match is played by two teams each consisting of not more than six players, one of whom is the goalkeeper. All players must be over 16 years of age and Team Managers must be over 18 years of age.
Substitution Procedure
The maximum number of substitutes permitted is three.
The number of substitutions made during a match is unlimited. A player who has been replaced may return to the pitch as a substitute for another player. Players are allowed to change places with the goalkeeper.
Substitutions should take place when there is a break in play.
Infringements/Sanctions
A match should not be considered valid if more than three players reduce the playing strength of either team.

The Players’ Equipment
A player must not use equipment or wear anything that is dangerous to himself or another player. Jewellery- only wedding rings are allowed to be worn and these must be taped up.
Basic Equipment
The basic compulsory equipment of a player is:
A jersey or shirt of identical colours 
Shorts or tracksuit trousers & socks
Footwear –  Astro trainers or trainers only. No studded, moulded or blade boots
Shinguards must be covered entirely by the socks and made of a suitable material
The Referee
Each match is controlled by a Referee who has the full authority to enforce the Laws of the Game in connection with the match to which he has been appointed, from the moment he enters the locality where the pitch is situated until he leaves.
Powers and Duties – The Referee:
· Enforces the Laws of the Game  
· Keeps a record of the match and provides the appropriate authorities with a match report regarding action taken against players and team officials 
· Acts as timekeeper 
· Stops, suspends or terminates the match for any infringement of the Laws
· Takes disciplinary action against players guilty of offences 
Powers and Duties continued – The Referee:
· Takes action against team officials who fail to conduct themselves in a responsible manner and may, at his discretion, expel them from pitch  
· Ensures that no unauthorised persons enter the pitch 
· Stops the match if, in his opinion, a player is seriously injured  
· Make use of timed suspensions 
Decisions of the Referee
The decisions of the referee regarding facts connected with play are final
The Duration of the Matches

The duration of the game shall be between  28 & 35 minutes depending on the league format.
Competition rules may allow for a game to be played in its entirety without a half time interval or requirement to change ends – this may well be enforced.
Start of Play

The choice of ends is decided by the toss of a coin – the losing team has the kick-off
Kick-off

A kick-off is a way of starting or restarting play at the start of the match, after a goal has been scored & at the start of the second half of the match 
A goal may be scored directly from the kick-off
The Ball In and Out of Play

Ball is out of play when it has wholly crossed the goal line or touchline, or when 
play has been stopped by the referee 
Ball is in play at all other times including rebounds from a goal post or crossbar 
The Method of Scoring
Goal Scored
A goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes over the goal line, unless it has been thrown by a player of the attacking side, the goalkeeper included.

Winning Team
The team scoring the greater number of goals during a match is the winner  

Offside & Head Height Rule
There is no overhead height rule and no offside.

Direct Free Kick
All free kicks are direct and are awarded to the opposing team for all offences as per the rules of Association Football including the following:

Slide tackles - as these are not allowed in small-sided football

Direct pass back to the goalkeeper after receiving the ball from him

A goal may be scored from a direct free kick
Position of Free Kick
All opponents must be at least 5 yards from the ball until it is in play and be taken from the place where the infringement occurred
The Penalty Kick
A penalty kick is awarded if a defender enters the penalty area or if the goalkeeper comes out of the penalty area. 

A goal may be scored directly from a penalty kick
If an attacking player enters the area, the referee shall award the ball to the goalkeeper, with play commencing with the ball being thrown out 

The Kick in
A kick in is a method of restarting play when the ball has gone out of play, apart from when it is a goalkeepers ball, & he must throw out over arm or underarm. A direct backpass to the goalkeeper is not permitted from a kick in.  A free kick 5 yards outside the area shall be awarded against the offending team.

A goal cannot be scored directly from a kick in or goalkeeper’s ball
The Goalkeeper
The goalkeeper can only return the ball into play by throwing the ball underarm or overarm. However, the goalkeeper can save or stop the ball with his feet, but cannot kick the ball out.

A free kick 5 yards outside the area will be awarded if he kicks the ball out.

Registration of Players

All players must register with Football Mundial prior to a match commencing and can only play for one team per league, in any given season, unless given permission by Football Mundial.

Teams found guilty of playing unregistered players will be penalised with a 3-0 defeat.  
Discipline Procedure
Referees will use temporary timed suspensions (Sin Bin Rule) in all cases regarded as cautionable offences.  

The options for a match official imposing disciplinary sanctions are therefore: 

· Player shown a blue card is temporarily suspended from play 

· Player issued with a second blue card is permanently excluded from play 

· Player issued with a red card is permanently excluded from play

The period of timed suspension should be on the following tariff:

Length of Playing Period of up to 28 minutes – 3 minutes suspension
Temporary Timed Suspensions (Sin Bin Rule) – Procedures
 

A player temporarily suspended from play will be shown a blue card by the match official and informed as to the length of time he/she will be suspended from play

 

The player is obliged to leave the pitch and remain in a designated ‘sin bin’ area for the required suspension area

A player will be informed as to the end of a period of suspension by the referee 

Temporary Timed Suspensions (Blue Cards):

A player is shown the blue card and temporarily excluded from play if he:
· Is guilty of unsporting behaviour, showing dissent by word or action

· Persistently infringes the Laws of the Game

· Delays the restart of play or fails to respect the required distance 
· Enters, re-enters or leaves the pitch without the referee’s permission 
Sending-Off Offences (Red Cards):
A player is sent off and shown the red card if he:

· Is guilty of serious foul play, violent conduct or spits at another person

· Denies the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal-scoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball or to an opponent by moving towards the player’s goal by an offence punishable by a free kick or a penalty kick

· Using offensive, insulting or abusive language 
· Receives a second blue card in the same match 

Decisions on Blue & Red Cards
A player who has been sent off may not take any further part in the match

For any of these offences, a direct free kick is awarded to the opposing team, to be taken from where the infringement occurred.  If the offence was committed within the penalty area the direct free kick is taken 5 yards outside the penalty area 
Administrative 

Terms & Conditions
As Team Manager you have made a commitment to fulfil all your fixtures for the Forthcoming season. It is therefore your responsibility to ensure that your team is ready to play each week at the allocated times.

Being Ready to play on time

If a team is not ready to start on time they shall lose one goal & for every additional 5 minutes a team is late and will keep losing goals up to a maximum of three. The Referee will start his watch when the match is due to kick off, so the match time will be reduced if a team is late.

Please note - no excuses will be accepted for late arrivals and the above rule will be strictly enforced. In order to do this, the complaining team MUST make it clear with the referee and opposition before kick off.

We suggest you aim to arrive at least 15 minutes before you are due to play in order to prevent any problems.

Weekly Fees

Fees are between £22 & £35.00 per game depending on the league. All teams must pay their weekly fee before their game or they risk losing 3-0. In the unlikely event of a team playing twice in one night, then the fee will be double. This fee takes into account a percentage of the fee payable to the self-employed referee & a percentage of the fee payable to Football Mundial Ltd.

If a team cancels a fixture or does not turn up they will be liable to the following 3 strike system, and will be invoices as such.

	Strike 1
	1st Cancellation
	Liable for both teams match fee & a 3-0 win to the opposition.

	Strike 2
	2nd Cancellation
	Liable for both teams match fee & a 3-0 win to the opposition.

	Strike 3
	3rd Cancellation
	Liable for both teams match fee & a 3-0 win to the opposition, plus possible expulsion from the league.


Did not turn up’s may incur a triple match fine.  Invoices sent by us will be subject to a 17.5% administration fee.

How can Payments be made? No Pay, No Play

· Payment at pitch side before kick off - Cash or Cheque.
· Invoice for half season (in advance) –  Cheque or World Pay    
· Invoice for a full season (in advance) – Cheque or World Pay

Football Mundial operates a no pay, no play policy. Unless agreed with Football Mundial (i.e teams on invoice) payment of the weekly fee is required in full prior to the match commencing. Failure to comply with this may result in the opponents being awarded a 3-0 win, and your team been fined the cost of the match due to not fulfilling the fixture.

Teams will also be invoiced either during, or at the end of the season for short payments, no shows, withdrawals etc… These invoices will also be subject to a 17.5% administration charge.

Re-arrangement of matches

Football Mundial cannot rearrange matches (exceptional circumstances aside) – once the handbook is out and confirmed the fixtures are set in stone. If any team has any problem with any of their fixtures, the manager must make this known to Football Mundial in writing within 7 days of receipt of the handbook. Any matches that cannot be played during the season due to exceptional circumstances ie weather, pitch repairs etc… will be played at the end of the season with the finals night being the last night. As team manager you are also committed to these weeks should there be any.

Withdrawing from the league

If any team wishes to withdraw from the league during the course of the season then they shall be liable for the cost of all their matches (and their oppositions matches) for the rest of the season. This also applies to any teams who are expelled from the league. Once you send your form back to us you have committed yourself and your team to the Football Mundial league of your choice. This form shall be legally binding until we hear from you as stated below in the end of season section.  If however, we or you find a replacement team during this period then some of this fine may be waived. This will be at the discretion of Football Mundial. If their local F.A. suspends a team it is up to the team in question to pay their fines to that F.A. This is not an excuse to pull out of the league & fines will continue to amass as per the rules. 

End of the season

Once the season is over, unless we are informed otherwise by the manager/assistant manager of your team, you will be entered automatically for the next season. The onus is therefore upon you to contact us directly either by letter, fax or email should you NOT wish to continue. This needs to be signed and dated. If we do not hear from you by the commencement date of the following season then the usual withdrawing from the league rules will apply, and your contract with us shall still be deemed legally binding. We will make an effort to contact all teams at the end of each season to check on their status, but cannot guarantee to contact everyone.

Monies owed to/from you at the end of the season

If any monies are owed by your team at the end of the season (unpaid invoices), Football Mundial reserve the right to take this amount from the managers debit/charge/credit card for any invoices that are 30 days overdue. This will be done after the 30 day period has expired. Similarly, if Football Mundial owe any monies to your team then we will pay this back to you within 30 days of being notified. No trophies will be given to teams who owe money until it is fully paid off.

Changing the Manager

If a team wishes to change their manager at any stage of the season, this can only be done by writing to Football Mundial. This request must be dated and accompanied by the signatures of both the former and new manager, along with confirmation that the new manager will accept responsibility to fulfil and pay for all fixtures as required and agree to abide by the rules of the competition.

Referees failing to show

If, in the unlikely event a referee is unable to attend for whatever reason, teams will play their matches as normal, and pay half price. In this instance, the first named team on the fixture list should provide one of their subs as a referee. If this is not possible, then the second team should do likewise.

In the event of neither side being able to provide an ‘extra man’ to officiate, or being unable to agree, the match should go ahead without a referee, and the teams will be charged half price.

Free kit offer

Any team who receive a free kit must finish the respective season in question. If a team withdraws from the league before the season is over (after having received a free kit) then they shall be liable to pay back the full cost of the kit at retail value (£99.95). This amount will be added on to the final bill. Kits will only be sent to teams who have completed a full registration form.

Any doubts about the rules

Any team manager or assistant who is in any doubt about the playing or administration rules MUST make their views known in writing to Football Mundial within 7 days of receipt of this handbook. In all cases Football Mundial’s decision is final.  

As we have had many problems getting payment from many teams who wish to pay on invoice, the following rule shall now be strictly enforced.

If full payment of the invoice is not made by the due date, then the team shall be taken off invoice immediately, and will only be allowed to play if they revert to paying cash on the night, IN ADVANCE of their match to our co-ordinator. 

Football Mundial reserves the right to expel any team at any time for breach of the financial rules and regulations.

Any complaints must be made in writing to Football Mundial within 7 days of the incident occurring. In all arbitrational matters Football Mundial’s decision is final.

Important Notes  

· LEAGUE TABLES

There will be an up to date current league table available every week on our website: www.footballmundial.com 

· PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE

Please note that Football Mundial Limited does not provide any insurance cover for teams to cover for personal injury.

Football Mundial Limited cannot be held responsible for personal injuries and strongly recommend that teams take out their own insurance policies to cover such eventualities.

More details are available from the Local County FA or from the F.A. in London.

· CONTACTING FOOTBALL MUNDIAL

Football Mundial 

Mundial House

Rudgate Court

Walton, West Yorkshire

LS23 7BF

Tel: (01937) 841440

Fax: (01937) 845762
Please note Office opening hours are 9.00am - 5.00pm (Monday - Friday)

Website:
www.footballmundial.com
Email:
info@footballmundial.com 


accounts@footballmundial.com
